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“We’re generally advising to
budget very conservatively but it’s a
matter in which the school districts
deal with these reductions. It is their
choice how to respond and they’re
responding in different ways.”

Last year Missouri
faced mid-year state
withholdings of approxi-
mately $89 million. 

“Last school year
was tough because with-
holdings came late
within the year and most
districts had to spend
reserves because it was
too late for staff reduc-
tions,” Morris said.
“Now the withholdings
are more severe but at
least they are at the
beginning of year and
school districts know
what to plan for.”

Mid-year cuts are not anticipated
in the near future according to state
budget officials, said Morris, as long
as the economy doesn’t get any worse
and or another drastic event on the
national level.
IOWA

The state aid amount to Iowa
school districts increased by approxi-
mately $27 million, Stilwill said.

“The change in state aid is a result
of increasing the per pupil funding
amount by two percent while decreas-
ing funding in some categorical areas
and increasing in others,” he said.

However, overall categorical
funding for professional development
and technology has decreased or elim-
inated over the last two years, he said.

Iowa is advising districts to look
at multi-year planning for school pro-
grams and budgets. 

“Revenue growth and appropria-
tions continue to lag behind increases
in costs and it is reasonable to assume
that this could be the case for another
two to three years,” Stilwill said. 

“Given that sustained financial
circumstance, it is important to estab-
lish clear long-term priorities and to
consider how cumulative shortfalls

might affect programs. While this
may be a more conservative approach,
we find that districts make qualita-
tively different decisions under a
multi-year scenario rather than ‘get-
ting by’ on a year-to-year basis.”

NEBRASKA
The state aid amount will

decrease by approximately $80 mil-
lion this school year from what was
projected, said Doug Christensen,
commissioner of education.

The state department of educa-
tion is keeping school districts
advised with what is going on and
wherever federal discretionary funds
are available.

“We make sure to max federal
funds to keep funds flowing through
the schools,” Christensen said. “We
also gave schools the authority to

increase their budget and local prop-
erty tax levy equal to the amount lost
in state aid.” 

No Child Left Behind
While facing the current budget

situations, state education department
representatives said the NCLB
regulations are becoming more
difficult to meet. 

“It is extremely difficult to
meet all the requirements with no
additional funding,” Dennis said.
“The feds provided some funding
but not efficient funding to meet
the standards for all students.”

Dennis said for Kansas to
meet all the requirements, the state
needs additional funding and
additional time for some students.

Morris said in the short term,
he doesn’t foresee there to be
much negative impact on Mis-
souri meeting the NCLB regula-

tions.
“The money is

already coming for
the test develop-
ment and for Title I
and for the other
major components
of the law,” he said.
“But if the national
budget situation
doesn’t improve it’s
going to be difficult
for Congress to sus-
tain the commit-
ment to the

ambitious goals that are in NCLB.”
Christensen said in view of

Nebraska’s education budget situa-
tion, for the state to meet the NCLB
requirements will be entirely depend-
ent on the federal government to pay
for the cost. 

“If the government doesn’t fund
[the NCLB requirements], then it isn’t
going to happen because there is no
state money to make it happen,” he
said.

Stilwill said in the past that
deficits in Iowa’s budget have had a
greater adverse effect on domestic
policy spending than other areas. 

“This could be a long term con-
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no state money to make it happen. ”
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commissioner of Nebraska’s 

department of education

Budget cuts: Continued from page one

Rogie Dorpinghaus
Horizons Editor

State education budgets are
being reduced.

“There are simply many
fewer dollars to direct to any
needs,” said Ted Stilwill, Iowa’s
director and executive officer of
education. “Iowa is now seeing
the lowest levels of tax revenue at
any time in the last 30 years. All
of the state government in Iowa is
operating with at least $200 mil-
lion fewer dollars than two years
ago.”

While Kansas, Missouri, Iowa
and Nebraska’s state education
departments are all receiving less
in their budgets than normal,
each state department is advising
their state to deal with the current
situation uniquely.
KANSAS

Kansas is working with a flat
revenue this year, which causes
problems because expenditures
rise.

“This year there is no addi-

tional state aid, in
essence, it’s the same as
a year ago,” said Dale
Dennis, deputy commis-
sioner of Kansas state
department of education. 

He said the problem
lies in trying to pay for
property, textbooks, natural
gas and health insurance, which
are all necessary expenditures
that annually increase in cost.

“There are things we have no
choice to buy so when expendi-
tures rise with a flat revenue there
is no choice but to cut programs,”
Dennis said.

While dealing with the
budget situation, the state is
encouraging districts and boards
and administrators to concentrate
on students.

“It makes it real tough to
make decisions that are best for
children when concerned pro-
grams are the ones that are not
required and are targeted for at
risk children,” he said.

He said these decisions are  

especially tough 
to make because
one in four stu-
dents in
Kansas is eli-

gible for free
lunch.

However, Dennis believes
teachers, administrators and
board members are concerned
and giving 100 percent to try to
meet the needs of children with
very limited resources.
MISSOURI

Missouri is facing a reduction
of $197 million from the amount
approved by the legislature for
the ‘03-’04 school year, said Jim
Morris, director of public infor-
mation for Missouri’s department
for elementary and secondary
education.
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Snipping state 
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Desegregation case ends after
26 years, $2 billion in Kansas City

Attention minority
high school students:
Deconstruct to
Reconstruct 2003
Think Tank Confer-
ence is for you. It
will prepare you with
survival skills for a
successful college
experience. The ulti-
mate purpose is to
direct their collective
genius in a manner
that has a longitudi-
nal effect on the
African American
community. 

Rogie Dorpinghaus
Horizons Editor

A federal judge ended the deseg-
regation case for Kansas City School
District on Aug. 13.

The court mandating desegrega-
tion ended in Kansas City when U.S.
District Judge Dean Whipple found
the school district to have made ade-
quate progress in narrowing the
achievement gap between black and
white students.

Kansas City was the only district
in the country with a specific goal for
raising test scores as a condition for
release from federal mandating.

U.S. District Judge Russell G.
Clark had placed four goals. While
not all were met, Whipple said the
district had complied in good faith
with the court’s orders for a reason-
able period of time.

The four goals included first to
rebuild the dilapidated district; sec-

ondly, to end racial separation
through integration; thirdly, to elimi-
nate inferior education for black stu-
dents; and lastly, to correct the
district’s inadequate funding situa-
tion.

Whipple said the district is
unlikely to discriminate against
African-American children in the
future. And that the district’s future
depended on whether current and
future school board members will put
education before politics and whether
the leadership of the district will have
the courage to resist pressure from
those with personal agendas.

Superintendent Bernard Taylor Jr.
said the school board is capable of
moving the district forward and that
is exactly what is going to happen.

A notice of appeal was filed with
the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
in St. Louis. The lawyer who filed the
notice hopes to get an answer by the
end of the year.

Charles McClain has monitored
the school district’s progress and
believes the appeal will fail. He
believes this in part because in 1995
the U.S. Supreme Court expressed its
exasperation that the case had lasted
so long.

The Kansas City Star reported the
change in enrollment from 26 years
ago. In 1977, 47,000 were enrolled,
which 67 percent of which were
minority, and there were 30 all-black
elementary schools. In 2003, enroll-
ment reduced to 27,150, of which 84
percent is minority, and there are zero
all-black elementary schools in the
district. However, about a third of the
district’s elementary schools have
fewer than 10 white students.

The case lasted 26 years had
court-ordered tax increases and has
ultimately cost taxpayers more than
$2 billion.

Sources: The Kansas City Star,
The Wichita Eagle

Rogie Dorpinghaus
Horizons Editor

“People who start charter schools
are like missionaries,” Steve McClure
with University of Missouri Kansas
City said.

Charter schools are independent
public schools. These schools are spon-
sored by organizations that monitor
quality and effectiveness but allow the
school to operate outside
the traditional system of
public schools.  

“They provide choices
to individuals,” said
Charles Rankin, director of
Midwest Equity Assistance
Center. “Charter and mag-
net schools are under an
umbrella of choice.”

Secretary of Education
Rod Paige said in a press
release about how charter
schools are beneficial to
parents and children.

“There is no force in the universe
more powerful, as far as school change
is concerned, than an informed parent
with options. Charter schools provide
important choices for parents—
especially parents whose children are in
a school labeled, “in need of improve-

ment”—and help local districts allevi-
ate capacity challenges they face.” The
Midwest Equity Assistance Center held
a charter schools conference in the
middle of August at the Kansas City
Marriott.

Jed Schwendiman, training consult-
ant for the Northwest Regional Educa-
tional Laboratory, wanted attendees of
the conference to walk away with at
least two key pieces of information.

“Number one, for the attendants to

realize they have access to a lot of
resources such as Web sites and other
gateways of information. Secondly, for
them to develop contacts with each
other.”

Rod Rathabun is in the process of
starting a charter school in Hutchinson
and said he benefited greatly from net-

working with other people at the
conference.

Lee A. Tolbert Community Acad-
emy in Kansas City is an example of a
charter school that uses different meth-
ods outside the traditional public
school system. 

The academy awards the teachers
with a small stipend to visit every
home of each student in their class.

Vivian Roper said she started this
process at a charter school in New

Mexico and said it caught
on like wild fire. 

“The teachers learn
more about the students
and what motivates them,”
Roper said. “Which can be
used at times as a vehicle
to get the students more
involved in school activi-
ties.”

She said after the first
year, the parents expect the
teachers to come and some

even have dinner ready for the teach-
ers.

“What we’ve seen as result is par-
ents and teachers becoming friends,”
Roper said.

“The parents and teachers get uni-
fied and when a kid comes home with
a twist to a story, the parent will feel

Charter
School
Conference

“There is no force in the universe more

powerful, as far as school change is con-

cerned, than an informed parent with

options.”
Rod Paige

Secretary of Education

Photo by Rogie Dorpinghaus

Horizons / Midwest Equity Assistance Center 

more comfortable to talk to
the teacher to see how she
saw the situation,” she
said.

Roper said to maintain
parent involvement in the
school, each parent signs a
contract agreeing to volun-
teer 20 hours throughout
the school year.

According to an Aug.
26 press release from
www.ed.gov, Iowa will
receive a $1.1 million char-
ter school grant and
Kansas will receive a $2.5
million charter school
grant. Both grants are
intended to help create
more successful examples
of independent, innovative
public schools and share
information on how char-
ter schools work.

“The president knows
—and I know—the value
of choice and innovation
in creating great schools,”
Paige said. “The demand
for high-quality education
is everywhere and charter
schools can meet that
demand in unprecedented
ways. These grants will
help create even more
examples of these innova-
tive, accountable public
schools and help us share
information on what
works.”

There are more than
3,000 charter schools serv-
ing about 750,000 students
this fall nation-wide.
Nearly two-thirds of these
schools have waiting lists,
according to the Web site.

Three years ago, char-
ter schools received $14
million of federal govern-
ment funding. For the 2004
fiscal year, President Bush
proposed $320 million for
charter schools. 

In 2004, there will be
40 states with charter
schools.
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