What Can We Do?

· Educate ourselves about class and poverty.

· Reject deficit theory and help students and colleagues unlearn misperceptions about poverty.

· Make school involvement accessible to all families.

· Invite colleagues to observe our teaching for signs of class bias.

· Continue reaching out to low income families even when they appear unresponsive (and without assuming, if they are unresponsive, that we know why)

· Respond when colleagues stereotype poor students or parents.

· Never assume that all students have equitable access to such learning resources as computers and the Internet, and never assign work requiring this access without providing in-school time to complete it.

· Ensure that learning materials do not stereotype poor people.

· Fight to keep low-income students from being assigned unjustly to special education or low academic tracks.

· Make curriculum relevant to poor students, drawing on and validating their experiences and intelligences.

· Teach about issues related to class and poverty – including consumer culture, the dissolution of labor unions, and environmental injustice – and about movements of class equity. 

· Teach about the antipoverty work of Martin Luther King Jr., Helen Keller, the Black Panthers, Cesar Chavez, and other US icons – and about why this dimension of their legacies has been erased from our national consciousness. 

· Fight to ensure that school meal programs offer healthy options.

· Examine proposed corporate-school partnerships, rejecting those that require the adoption of specific curriculums or pedagogies. 
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